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Literary Analysis - To Kill a Mockingbird
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]“To Kill a Mockingbird” is an American novel that explores human being’s nature and the existence of goo and evils in society. The overall message in the novel is that human being should be treated with dignity and equality despite the differences in race or ethnicity. John Mayer’s “Waiting on the World to Change” describes how humans are forced to deal with their own problems in the world. All they can do is wait for the world to become a better place because the government is reluctant to help them. Thesis: Meyer’s song reflects on the themes of good and evil, social inequality, and ambition for the right cause.
Analysis
The conflict between evil and good is a major theme in the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird. The author highlights the character Scout and Jem who believe that people are good because they lack knowledge on the evil side of human nature. Their viewpoint changes after realizing that evil cannot be bottled up after unleashing. Similarly, Mayer’s song describes the evil committed by the government on the powerless citizens who have no option but to wait for the world to change. 
· Atticus advises his children on good and evil. “Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit ’em, but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird” (Lee 57).
Ambition is another theme reflected by Mayer in his song. In the To Kill a Mockingbird novel, Atticus is ambitious to fight the rights of the black and innocent people. He remains persistent and revolts against society to ensure a better life is earned by the people. Likewise, Mayer states that people have hope and ambition that one day the society will change and the government would fulfil its promises to the citizens. He is hopeful that one day a new generation will rule and life will be better. 
· Atticus encourages Jem after the death of Mrs Dubose. “You rarely win, but sometimes you do” (Lee 115).
The theme of social inequality is also evident in the novel and Mayer’s song. The Maycomb hierarchy involves Cunninghams who are at the bottom while the wealthy Finches are at the top. Mayer states that the fight with the government will be unfair even if the people are willing to fight. The government makes the decisions and citizens are at bottom of the hierarchy with no power to make decisions.  
· Scout calls Cal a poor man who is worthless to society. “He ain't company, Cal, he's just a Cunningham“ (Lee 30).
Conclusion
Mayer’s song reflects on the social inequality, ambition, and good and evil illustrated in the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird. The society described by Mayer is faced with social injustices and inequality that people ought to fight against. However, the government is superior and they have no means to subdue it. They only remain hopeful that things will get better with time. 
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